
5-1-20 

Dear Amherst Families, 

As a follow up to yesterday’s message, the Governor confirmed what we anticipated 
and announced today that all schools will remain closed for the rest of the academic 
year and are to continue to provide distance learning. I know it’s disappointing as we 
are all looking to return to life as we know it, but the decisions guiding this process are 
all in the interest of public safety. 

As I mentioned yesterday, we have been planning for the likelihood of closure through 
the end of the academic year. We will now work to finalize our plans on a number of 
fronts and communicate those to you. Please be patient, but you can expect future 
communication from me and/or your building principal to address the following areas: 

• An end date for remote learning. We will review the calendar and make a 
determination about the end date for this school year. We will also announce 
dates and the process for students to access the buildings to collect personal 
items and return textbooks and technology. We still have a lot of the school year 
left and I must stress the following - in order to stay on track, it’s crucial that your 
child continues to work through the school closure as future plans depend on 
engagement now, as well as work completed previously in the school year. 

• End of year events such as graduation and prom, middle and elementary moving 
up days, and honoring senior athletes including those continuing on at the 
collegiate level. Details of these plans and other events will be communicated to 
parents in the coming weeks. 

• The Governor will announce a decision on summer school programming at the 
end of May. We are monitoring student progress through remote learning and 
working with students to stay on track. As some of you may be aware, there are 
significant concerns about cuts to state aid this year which may impact summer 
programming. 

• Safely reopening schools in the fall. This will be no easy task and we will 
continue to take guidance from reputable sources at the state, local and federal 
levels for social distancing, sanitizing, reducing density and other factors that 
public health and safety experts will recommend. All our typical procedures and 
routines are being examined and reconsidered. In addition, we are working on 
transition planning for new students and existing students moving up to the next 
grade level and/or moving to a new building. 

• As the weather gets warmer, we will revisit access to our outdoor facilities based 
on state and local guidance. Until then, please respect the closure of the outdoor 
facilities and playgrounds. These actions will help us return to normal sooner 
rather than later. 

• We will continue to distribute meals at Windermere Boulevard Elementary School 
weekdays from 9-11 a.m. for all district students PreK - 12 until further notice. 
Both breakfast and lunch are distributed simultaneously. On Fridays, meals for 
both Saturday and Sunday are included. 

https://www.amherstschools.org/Page/8684


These are not easy times and I acknowledge that the constant change is difficult to 
adjust to. Please do not hesitate to reach out to your building principal, our counseling 
staff or your teacher if you need assistance.  

Thank you, 

Anthony Panella, Superintendent 

 


